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Sudoku - A Game of Logic 
 
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, write numbers into 
the empty squares so that each horizontal 
row, vertical column, and region (or 3x3 box) 
contains the numbers 1 to 9, with no 
repetitions. The “blank” puzzle should have a 
partially completed 9x9 grid, with a unique 
solution. 
 
One way to start is to look at rows, columns, 
and boxes that are most full. Example: the 3rd 
row has three blanks, and is missing 1, 2, 6. 
Since the 2nd column already has a 2 and 6, 
only the 1 can go between the 7 and 8. 
 
OR look at the number 1’s to see if you can 
place more of them. Example: columns 1 and 3 
each have a 1. Column 2 does not. Thus a 1 is 
needed and must go under the 4 and 6 in the 
upper left box. Continue with the other 
numbers. 

 
TIP: Use possibilities or “candidates.” A key technique is writing small numbers in empty squares and at the 
edge of rows and columns to help keep track of what’s possible. NOTE: Guessing is useless!  

Some of these puzzles use patterns. Note that the above left puzzle has layout symmetry and the one to the 
right does not. 
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Variations: The Alpha-type puzzle, below left, uses the letters A through I instead of 1…9.  

The Internet offers many free puzzles including Sudoku, below right. www.usatoday.com has new puzzles on 
weekdays. Googling  USA Today puzzles is the easiest way to find them. The puzzles get harder towards the 
end of the week and have a difficulty rating. Several puzzle types are available in addition to sudoku and 
crosswords. 

 

  
 

Online Puzzle Resources: 
www.google.com   Search for words such as sudoku tips and tricks, free Sudoku, etc. 

www.puzzles.ca/sudoku.html .  

www.jigzone.com  - Jigsaw puzzles  

worldofsolitaire.com 

games.usatoday.com/puzzle-games 

www.sudokudragon.com/sudokustrategy.htm   

www.sudokudragon.com/sudokuhistory.htm   

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudoku 

www.sudokucollection.com/sp/Sudokux.html 

www.picturesudoku.com/fruit.htm 

www.paulspages.co.uk/sudoku/howtosolve/hts-print.htm - lots of info 
www.kenken.com   A numerical grid puzzle using math (+ - x ÷) plus logic and problem-solving  
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